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Balwearie:Connect - Spring 2021 Members Newsletter

The good news is: we're still here! We hope you are sfill with us. The strength of Balwearie:Connect is in its
community. As promised, we will share the latest developments with you every few months.

To cheer our spirits with a taste of nostalgia, the wonderful archivist at Balwearie has dug out these original
photos of the school in1964. We hope they bring back memories of your school life: the fabric of the school
was built to last so may be recognized by many generations.
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Back to the Future

Since we last wrote in Autumn 2021, Balwearie:Connect has successfully launched its pilot of alumni videos
to the Balwearie High School website: https://www.balweariehigh.co.uk/balwearie-connect/

Huge thanks to our B:C members: Keith, Sonia, Nicola and Jordan who did the hard work to complete their
videos together with our fabulous MidgieBite Media and B:C team. Thanks to further members who have
shared their videos, which are in the editing process and should be ready before long. These will be
published on the Balwearie High School website, for pupils’ and parents’ information.

Are you game?

We would like to build on these pilot videos to build a library for use by pupils. If you haven't yet done your
Balwearie:Connect video, have a look at the pilot videos above for inspiration. Drop a line to
Balwearie.connect@gmail.com and we'll share the latest filming instructions. Don't be daunted! - we have
brilliant and patient fechnical colleagues to support you in the process. Find a useful friend, partner or
teenager to film you. A good Remainder of Lockdown project.

Beyond Videos....meeting people

Together with the nation, we are excited at Lockdown easing. It will allow us to implement further B:C
initiatives. We look forward to hosting the inaugural Balwearie:Connect event at Balwearie High School and
you can enjoy a wander down memory lane and be reminded of exactly what J block was. There will be
opportunities to connect with teachers of subjects that relate best to your career and life experience, to
share this with pupils. You will receive your invitation once restrictions allow.

Balwearie:Connect - Alumni Spotlight

Each newsletter, we plan to feature a short article on a Balwearie former pupil. If you would like to share
your story, write to us with your 100-word summary and a photo, past and present, if possible.
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Stuart Robertson: Chairman South-West Ski Association

I was part of the long walk from the Old High on the opening day of Balwearie and left in the summer of
'66.

| have been involved in sport my whole life in one form or another and still compete at international level
for The British Masters. | was greatly encouraged to follow a sporting career by Andy Forsyth to the stage
that he would call me out of normal classes for exira training before upcoming races. | also helped as a
pupil to organise the first school ski frip to Glenshee by bus on a Thursday sports day. | helped with the
instruction as | was a junior ski racer by that time.

| am married, have 3 children and 7 grandchildren and in fact one of my Grandchildren is the
4th generation in our family fo represent GB in sport at international level.

~—

Staying in touch

A word from you may sow a seed with one of Balwearie's current learners that makes a life-long difference.
Watch your Inbox for further developments for you fo take partin.

If you are interested in any of these initiatives, drop us a line at: Balwearie.connect@gmail.com.
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