
 

Career Pathways - Art & Design, Balwearie High School     

1. Department of Art & Design  
Within the department of Art & Design pupils will develop important practical and universal 

skills vital to course work, further education, employment and future careers. Skills, and 

values from the Skills for Learning, Life and Work initiative, are common to all curriculum 

subjects, SQA accredited courses and future careers and therefore are foremost in the 

planning and delivery of Art & Design at Balwearie High School. To develop these skills, pupils 

in Art & Design will develop creativity by producing Expressive outcomes, be this drawing and 

painting, printmaking, collage or 3D modelling with the aim of growing confidence with visual 

communication and producing quality outcomes. Also with creativity, pupils will produce 

Design outcomes be this printed textiles, ceramics, 3D modelling or graphics. Furthermore, 

Intrinsic with all coursework is the review and evaluation process whereby pupils can develop 

problem solving skills, and learn to refine and make improvements to raise the standard of 

their achievements. 

Did You Know what courses are available at Balwearie? 

S2 Major and Minor Art & Design which is selected at the end of S1. S2 Major is Art & Design 

two periods per week and Minor is one period per week. The lessons tie on with the 

experiences and outcomes from the Curriculum for Excellence as part of the Broad General 

Education curriculum for pupils from primary age up to the end of S3. 

National 4/5 Art & Design. This is the SQA accredited course for seniors usually chosen for S4. 

The course consists of Expressive drawing and painting, Design creating a design outcome 

which might be either jewellery, paper construction, printed textiles, ceramics, fashion or 

product design and Art Studies where pupils study artists and designers in preparation for the 

written exam in the summer term for National 5 only. 

Higher Art & Design  

For Design, pupils will research and investigative themed images and market research in 
response to a design brief. They will also develop, refine and evaluate design ideas leading 
towards a final solution using materials, techniques and/or technology.  

For Expressive, pupils will produce themed analytical drawings and develop, refine and 
evaluate these ideas leading towards a final solution using materials, techniques and/or 
technology. 

For Art Studies, pupils will learn about artists and designers demonstrating their knowledge, 

understanding and analytical skills, focusing on key issues and social, cultural, historic 

influences. Pupils will produce written materials and sit the written exam. 

Higher Photography 

Pupils will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of lighting, camera controls and 
explore photographic media, manipulation techniques and processes. Pupils will plan, shoot, 
print and produce final photographs and evaluations. Pupils will also investigating and 
analysing historic, scientific, social, and cultural factors influencing photographers. 

 



 

Portfolio Presentation 

The development and exploration of various Art & Design related practices, media and 
techniques with the aim of producing a folio of work for applications to Art School. 

 

Advanced Higher Art & Design 

For Design, pupils will research and investigative themed images and market research in 
response to a design brief. Pupils will apply an in-depth understanding of designers’ work, 
practices and develop ideas, final solution(s) and evaluations. Pupils will also use materials, 
techniques and/or technology for aesthetic and functional effect. 

For Expressive, pupils will produce themed analytical drawings and apply an in-depth 

understanding of artists’ work and practices. They will also develop expressive ideas towards 

original 2D or 3D final outcomes and evaluations. Pupils will use art materials, techniques 

and/or technology for expressive effect, exploring and experimenting within the creative 

process. 

2. Can I study Art & Design at College? 

Following qualification at HNC and HND advice and information for careers, employers and 

employment is available through the Balwearie website, My World of Work, prospects.ac.uk, 

Skills Development Scotland and various employment agencies. This information is intended 

to help explore and make a career plan for your career journey taking into account personal 

skills, interests, motivations, values and qualifications. 

The first stage of generating a successful career plan is to identify strengths and set 

achievable goals. This may include applying for Further Education or Higher Education 

courses; or perhaps considering training by participating in apprenticeships, or volunteering 

opportunities. Alternatively, school leavers could apply directly to employers or become self-

employed. Information available to parents and school graduates includes links to work 

experience placements, internships, volunteering and apprenticeship opportunities. 

Not to be overlooked with employment opportunities, is networking through friends and the 

community as a valuable means of accessing the “Hidden Job Market”. In line with this, are 

careers fairs, networking events, talks and workshops, regularly advertised on the school 

website and through related web links. 

 

Further training experiences can be accessed through School working placements for S4 or 

older pupils, volunteering, or by work shadowing and observing professionals in their place of 

work. Such opportunities can be invaluable to pupils wishing to get a taste of what a job is 

like, or to gain valuable work experience. 

 

Further to this, Apprenticeships offer excellent hands-on experience, work-based training and 

there are currently three different apprenticeship models in Scotland: Foundation, Modern 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/events


 

and Graduate Apprenticeships. Some courses include a year-long placement with an 

employer and can form part of your course work.  

 
Foundation Apprenticeships (Studied at school) are a work-based learning opportunity for 

senior-phase secondary school pupils at college or with a local employer, and the Foundation 

Apprenticeship can be completed alongside other subjects like National 5s and Highers while 

they’re still at school. The Foundation Apprenticeships offers an industry-recognised 

qualification, work on real projects and broaden their career options when they leave school.  

Modern Apprenticeships (Available to school leavers) is an industry recognised qualification 

gained while earning a wage. This means that apprentices can build valuable work experience 

from day one and they’ll develop skills and expertise for their current and future job.   

Graduate Apprenticeships (Available to school leavers) are similar to Modern Apprenticeships 

as they involve a combination of part-time work and part-time study, but allow apprentices to 

gain degrees.  

Apprentices can therefore directly apply their academic learning to real-life situations, all the 

while earning a good salary. Individuals who participate in the scheme are able to access the 

same learning opportunities as those who go down the traditional route of direct entry into 

college or university.  

Further support and advice with career choices can be sought through company websites, 

professional bodies and university careers and employment services. 

Did You Know what kind of jobs HNC, HND can lead to? 

Creative: Fine Artist, Photography 

Education: Teaching, Therapist, Curator 

Health: Art Therapist 

Arts & Crafts: Glass, Jewellery, Ceramics 

Design: Graphics, Illustrator, Interior, Product Design, Set Designer, Textile, Architect, 

Fashion/Costume, Furniture Design 

Trades: Tattooist, Sign Writing, Picture Framer 

Professional: Art Conservation & Exhibitions 

3. Can I study art and design at university? 
 

YES! 



 

One option is 

DJCAD/DUNDEE UNIVERSITY 
 

There are currently 1180 students studying across 10 art and design disciplines. 

 

First Year General Course. Only university in Scotland to offer a General Foundation 

entry year as part of a four-year degree.  One-year entry course will provide you with a broad 

understanding of art and design. Develop your artistic skills and help you decide which specialism to 

pursue. The remaining 3 years of your degree are subject specific. 

 

Academic requirements:- 

 

SQA 

Higher/Advanced 

Higher 

BBCC (minimum) - BBBB 

(typical) at Higher including art 

and design or a related subject 

and an appropriate literate 

subject 

Direct entry to Level 2 (2nd Year)  

to one of the art and design 

specialisms depends on 

qualifications and interview. 

Portfolio submission.  They are looking for originality, creativity, 

curiosity, talent and enthusiasm. 

 

 Animation BDes (Hons) 
 Art & Philosophy BA (Hons) 
 Fine Art BA (Hons) 
 Graphic Design BDes (Hons) 
 Illustration BDes (Hons) 
 Jewellery and Metal Design BDes (Hons) 
 Textile Design BDes (Hons) 

Digital Interaction Design BSc (Hons), Interior & Environmental Design BDes 

(Hons) and Product Design BSc (Hons) are four-year degree courses with 

their own Year 1 separate to the Art & Design General Foundation course. 

https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/animation/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/art-philosophy/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/fine-art/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/graphic-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/illustration/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/jewellery-metal-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/textile-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/digital-interaction-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/interior-environmental-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/interior-environmental-design/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/product-design/


 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 All staff are practicing artists and designers who have strong 
industry links ensuring that learning, content and degrees 
remain relevant to emerging trends. 

 

 

 Dundee is the UK’s only UNESCO City of Design. 
 

 The University of Dundee has been given a Gold award – the 
highest possible rating – in the 2017 Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF). 
 

 Students come from a range of countries, age groups and 
backgrounds. 

 

 Dundee is home to the V & A, Scotland’s first design museum. 

 

Careers (stats and facts) 
 

 

 

  

Graduates from DJCAD have gone on to have successful careers in the 

following fields (to name just a few!) 



 

 

  

 As working artists (exhibiting and making work nationally and internationally) 
 Web/ app design 
 game design 
 visual effects 
 packaging design 
 branding 
 television & motion graphics 
 advertising 
 textile design 
 fashion/ Clothing Technologist 
 art therapy 
 museum and gallery curation 
 Critic, Cultural Coordinator, Writing and Journalism 
 interaction design 
 account management 
 film direction 
 film editing 

 gallery management 
 teaching 
 illustration 
 interior/architectural design/ Historic Buildings Conservation/ Landscape/ Urban Design 
 lighting 
 tv & film set design 
 animation/ Theatre/Film/Tv Producer 
 jewellery manufacturers and designers 
 consumer electronics 
 medical products 

 

 

 

 

Some student go on to study post-graduate degrees at DJCAD in: 

 

Animation and VFX 

Comics and Graphic Novels 



 

Design for Business 

Forensic Art and Facial Identification 

Medical Art, Sports equipment 

Product Design 

 

   

 

 

Statistics and Facts, what career opportunities look like 

Graphics Designer, require creative flare, creating in response to a brief. Working collaboratively with 

print technicians, illustrators, photographers, stylists, accountant and marketing specialists. With a 

view to create Web Designs, Adverts, Posters and Gaming graphics. 

The earnings for Graphic Design pays junior employees £19000, Mid-level £35000, Senior £55000, 

Creative Director £60000 or more. This is besides the options for earning through freelance work. 

Web Sites 

The search engine www.indeed.co.uk looks through job websites to find the type of vacancy you are 

looking for in the geographical area you want to work in. Check the websites regularly to check for 

updates. 

In Fife, useful websites for school leaver vacancies are www.opportunitiesfife.org.uk, 

www.facebook.com/sdsfife. For apprenticeship vacancies, use www.apprenticeships.scot or 

www.apprenticeshipsinscotland.com. 

N.B. Some companies will ask you to complete an online application form and others will ask you to 

submit a CV, with a cover letter. See https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/getting-job/cvs-and-

applications for advice. 

As an alternative to using the CV builder tool on the My World of Work website, this template helps 

you see how to lay out your CV. 

Apprenticeship Opportunities 2019-20 

www.apprenticeshipsinscotland.com - Currently there are apprenticeship opportunities advertised, 

mainly across Edinburgh and Glasgow, for Digital Marketing, Communications and Administration, 

Digital Assistant. 

www.opportunitiesfife.org.uk – Creative & Digital Media, Fife Council, closing date 13/9/2109. 

http://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.opportunitiesfife.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/sdsfife
http://www.apprenticeships.scot/
http://www.apprenticeshipsinscotland.com/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/getting-job/cvs-and-applications
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/getting-job/cvs-and-applications
http://www.apprenticeshipsinscotland.com/
http://www.opportunitiesfife.org.uk/


 

 


