
 

Biology 
 
Why study Biology? 
 
Biology can be useful in many different careers including jobs within 

environmental sciences, medicine, nursing, and scientific research. 

 
What are the main skills I will develop studying Biology? 
 

 Communication 

 Problem solving 

 Organisation 

 Numeracy 

 Teamwork 

 Attention to detail 

 

Can I study Biology at college?  
 

Yes. 

Biology courses ranging from SQCF levels 5-10 (equivalent to National 5 - year 

4 at university) can be studied at various college campuses in Fife and across 

Scotland. There are a variety of study options including full-time, part-

time, evening and weekend courses. College courses vary in their content and 

are tailored to suit a range of ages and abilities. 

Fife college offers a diverse range of Biology/Science related courses spread 

over their Glenrothes, Kirkcaldy and Dunfermline based campuses. Courses 

range from Foundation apprenticeship Scientific Technologies, NC Applied 

Science to HND Biological Science. An HND can lead to university level entry. 

A useful link to Fife College and the available Biology related courses is below; 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/science/ 

 

 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/science/


 

Can I study Biology at University? 
 
Yes. 
University degree course are widely available to study in Fife, Scotland and the 

UK. The range of Biology courses is incredibly diverse. Courses at degree level 

include:  

 Applied Life Science 

 Biomedical Science 

 Botany 

 Cell Biology 

 Ecology 

 Forensic Science 

 Genetics 

 Human Biology 

 Life Science 

 Marine Biology 

 Medicine 

 Microbiology 

 Molecular Biology 

 Neuroscience 

 Nursing and Midwifery 

 Physiology 

 Toxicology 

 Zoology. 

The entry requirements to a degree level course is dependent on the 

individual university and the course being applied for. 

Most universities will require 4 Highers.  

Typical entry requirements : AABB or AAAB.  



 

However, high demand courses such as Medicine will often require 5 Highers 

in one sitting.  

Typical entry requirements for Medicine are:  

 minimum S5 entry AAAAA or  

 S6 standard requirements S5 Highers AAAAA and two Advanced Highers 

at A/B level. 

 It is advisable to research each degree course, find out entry requirements 

and pay particular attention to the subjects each degree require to be passed 

at Higher/Advanced Higher level. 

 

What type of jobs can Biology lead to? 
 
Just like the diversity of Biology as a subject, the range of jobs that Biology can 

lead to is also varied. 

There are a wide range of apprenticeships that link to an interest in Biology, 

including: 

 Animal care assistant 

 Gardener or landscaper 

 Health care assistant 

 Dental nurse 

 Laboratory technician 

 Beauty massage therapist 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Biology jobs that require a degree include: 

 Research scientist 

 Pharmacologist 

 Biologist 

 Ecologist 

 Zoologist 

 Marine Biologist 

 Forensic scientist 

 Nature conservation officer 

 Biotechnologist 

 Government agency roles 

 Science writer 

 Science illustrator 

 Teacher 

 Doctor 

 Vet 

 Dentist 

 Nurse 

 Midwife 

From Foundation apprenticeships to Degree level courses, there are many 

different routes and pathways that can be taken to ensure a desired career in 

Biology is achievable.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.topuniversities.com/#research
https://www.topuniversities.com/#research
https://www.topuniversities.com/#healthcare
https://www.topuniversities.com/#conservation
https://www.topuniversities.com/#conservation
https://www.topuniversities.com/#biotechnology
https://www.topuniversities.com/government
https://www.topuniversities.com/#publishing%20and%20communication
https://www.topuniversities.com/#education


 

Did you know? 
 
Not all science careers involve test tubes, petri dishes and microscopes. If you 

would like to do something a little different but still enjoy Biology, alternative 

careers include :  

 Medical sales 

 Science policy writer 

 Recruitment consultant 

 

Useful Links 

 

Useful links to career pathways and careers in Biology are: 
 
https://www.fife.ac.uk/ 
 
https://www.ucas.com/job-subjects/biology 
 
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options/job-profiles/biologist 
 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-
degree/biology 
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