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Chemistry

What are the main skills | will develop studying this subject area?

® Researching and investigating
® Finding solutions to problems
® Conducting experiments

® Team-working

Can | study this subject area at college?

Fife College offers a course in HNC Applied Science at the Glenrothes campus:

Entry: One Higher at Level C or above in Biology/ Human Biology/ Chemistry plus four National 5s at
Level C or above or equivalent to include Biology, Chemistry, and Maths. The course contains both
Biology and Chemistry options.

This course can lead onto the HND Applied Science

The course can be full time or part-time day programme.

The HN courses are liked to other universities so students can move to second year (after HNC) or
third year (after HND).

Can | study this subject area at university?

The BSc (Hons) in Chemistry will teach you the fundamentals of this central science, from the
composition and properties of matter to using reactions to create new materials, from
pharmaceuticals to drinkable water. Chemistry interfaces with biology, physics, mathematics,
medicine and geology, making it a highly applicable subject to many areas of study. During your
degree, you will receive comprehensive academic and practical training to equip you for a wide
spectrum of careers whether in science-based industries or other fields such as teaching,
management or finance. The BSc (Hons) in Chemistry is a four-year course. Chemistry provides
students with a fundamental and comprehensive understanding of chemistry, along with intellectual
training in numeracy, problem-solving, teamwork and communication skills.

The following Scottish Universities offer the following number of Chemistry based degrees

University of St Andrews 18 degrees
University of Glasgow 11 degrees
University of Strathclyde 5 degrees
University of Edinburgh 5 degrees
University of Heriot-Watt 16 degrees
University of Aberdeen 2

Typical Entry requirements: Highers AABB-AAAB
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What types of jobs can the study of this subject area lead to?

Chemistry graduates can often find employment in research based laboratory jobs and in more
commercial, consultative roles. Typical jobs include:

e Analytical chemist

e Biochemist

e Toxicologist

e Research scientist

e Laboratory technician

e Forensic scientist

e Technologist

e Secondary school teacher
e Environmental scientist

Skills gained during the degree are of interest to the following industries:

e Plastic and polymers
e Medicine

e Dentistry

e Brewing

e Pharmaceuticals

e Cosmetics

e Metallurgical

e  Manufacturing

e Food science

e Chemical engineering
e Qil and gas companies

Did you know?

e  Four Scottish Universities are ranked in the UK top 20 for Chemistry

e Typical starting salaries for chemistry graduates in around £23,000

e Most degrees offer the opportunity for industrial placements

e You will gain the skills to tackle important global challenges in health, energy and natural
resources.



