
 

HISTORY 

 
Top four skills this subject develops 

Communicating with 
people and through 
Writing. 

Accuracy and paying 
attention to detail. 

Planning and 
Organising 

Researching and 
Investigating 

 
 

Can I study this area at 
college? 

 Can I study this area at 
university? 

 What kind of jobs can 
the study of this 
subject lead to? 

Intro: 
 
History enables us to 
understand how the world 
has developed and become 
what it is today. Studying 
events and issues from the 
past also affects the way we 
see the present and future.  
 

History can be studied at a 
number of colleges 
throughout Scotland and is 
offered as either a 1, 2, 3 or 
4 year course. 
 
Year 1 – Certificate of Higher 
Education 
 
Students study the following 
core modules: 
What is history? 
A Middle Age: Europe 1000-
1500 
People, power and protest: 
themes in modern British 
history 
 
A further three option 
modules must be chosen, 
one from Scottish history 
and two from other 
humanities subjects. 
 
 

 Intro: 
 

Yes, it is possible to 
undertake the study of 
History in a variety of 
different contexts:  History, 
Ancient History, History and 
Archaeology, Economics and 
History, History combined 
with a language, History and 
Politics to name but a few. 
In reality you will be able to 
tailor your study of History 
to suit your own interests. 
 
Entry requirements for 
Scottish Universities are 
AABB at Higher level, with a 
requirement for National 5 
English at grade C or above. 
Glasgow University, 
however, requires a pass at 
Higher English. 
 
Different Universities will 
offer different contexts and 
structures, however a 
possible outline of a Degree 
course might be as follows: 

Year 1 

Two core courses covering 
Scottish and Medieval 
history over a broad time 
span. Between them, these 

 Intro: 
 

A qualification in 
History can give you 
the knowledge and 
skills to succeed in 
professions such as: 
 
Librarian 
Lawyer 
Teacher 
Lecturer  
Journalist 
Politician 
Local Government 
Officer 
Art Gallery Curator 
Museum Curator 
Tourist Guide 
Antique Dealer 
Archaeologist 
Conservator 
Archivist 
Costume Designer 
 
Basically the study of 
history will help 
develop your 
analytical, 
interpersonal and 
communication skills 
which will enable you 
to access a 
comprehensive range 
of professions. 



 

Year 2 – Diploma of Higher 
Education 
 
Students study the following 
core modules: 
Historians and history 
Themes in American history 
A curious age: European 
society and culture, c1500-
1750 
 
A further three option 
modules must be chosen, 
one from Scottish history 
and two from other 
humanities subjects. 
 
Year 3 - BA 
 
You will choose four 
modules which may include: 
Queer Britannia: gender, 
sexuality and performative 
identities in Britain, 1800-
1950 
A study of things: material 
culture of medieval and 
early modern Europe 
War and chivalry in 
medieval Britain and France 
Cultural centres and 
economic powerhouses: 
London, Hamburg and 
Amsterdam during the early 
modern period 
Alps, hills and plain? Central 
Europe to 1918 
Crime, custom and conflict, 
1700-1850 
Britain and the United 
States: a history of special 
relationships, c1776 to 
present day 
 
Two Scottish history 
modules may be taken in 
place of history options and 

courses introduce you to 
the study of history first in a 
national Scottish and then a 
broader European context. 
Forces driving continuity 
and change in Scottish and 
European politics, society, 
economy and culture are 
assessed over time.  

Year 2 

You will study modern social 
and cultural history and 
global history. These 
courses introduce you to 
new historical skills and 
approaches and represent a 
progression from first year.  

Years 3 and 4 

If you progress to Honours 
(years 3 and 4) you will 
choose from a large variety 
of more specialised courses 
which may include: 

 Barbarians in the 
Mediterranean 

 The Norman 
Conquest 1066–
1100 

 Print, propaganda 
and subversion in 
Europe 1630–1800 

 Scottish popular 
culture 

 International 
relations in the 20th 
century 

 American history 
 Middle Eastern cities 

1800–1960: 
imperialism, 



 

a further option module 
from other humanities 
subjects. 
 

Year 4 - BA (Hons) 

 

You will complete a history 

dissertation. In addition, you 

will select four modules, 

which may include: 

Through a glass darkly: the 

medieval in film 

War cruel and sharp: a 

military history of the 

Hundred Years' War 

Gender in American culture 

and society, 1776-1917 

Death and destruction: the 

social impact of the Thirty 

Years' War, 1618-1648 

Lordship, colony, kingdom: 

the making of Ireland 

Fight the power: music and 

the politics of black America 

The Norman diaspora: 

conquest, colonisation and 

assimilation 

 

Scottish history modules in 

place of two history 

modules. 

cosmopolitanism 
and nationalism. 

 
 

Did you know? 
 

Fife College in Kirkcaldy 
offer a one year ‘Pathway’ 
certificate which can lead to 
an HNC, HND and a 
University Degree! Entry 
requirements are four 
National 4 awards in 
relevant subjects. 
 

 Did you know? 
 

In 2014/15 there were 
69,985 students 
undertaking Historical 
studies. 
 
64.4% of graduates 
successfully went straight 
into employment. 
 

 Did you know? 

Studying History 
provides a student with 
skills which are not 
confined to the study 
of the past. Students 
will be taught to 
question information 
given and query its 
validity. Students will 



 

 
At Borders College in 
Galashiels, they offer an 8 
week course in researching 
and recoding your family 
history! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

be shown the skills 
required to interpret 
evidence and make 
reasoned judgements. 
Skills of analysis are 
invaluable in many 
jobs, and the ability to 
analyse and then 
prioritise information is 
vital to decision 
making. 

By examining the 
history of different 
cultures, a History 
student can build up a 
better understanding 
of why certain peoples 
act the way they do. 
Looking at the history 
of the USA we can see 
why race tensions 
continued on past the 
abolition of slavery. 
Studying Scottish 
history will highlight 
the relationship 
between England and 
Scotland and emphasis 
why that impacts on 
politics today. In order 
to make sense of 
current affairs it is 
important to study the 
past, as everything 
which is happening 
around us has been 
influenced by, and is a 
direct result of, that 
which preceded it. 

 

Stats & facts: 
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