
 

Music and Music Technology 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
 Performing 

 Coping with pressure 

 Being Accurate 

 Being creative 
  

College 
 

Introduction. 
You can study Music and Music Technology at many colleges across Scotland. NC 
qualifications normally require National 5 in English and Music performing skills 
to be roughly Grade 3 standard. HNC/HND usually require at least one higher, 
such as Music at grade C or above and one other subject (usually English). Music 
Technology courses usually require at least a National 5 pass and some ask for 
general skills in Music to also be demonstrated so having National 5 / Higher 
Music would be favourable. It is also advised that if you are interested in Sound 
Production, you seek to have qualifications in Physics, Computing and English.  
  

Did you know?  
1. If you want to follow a career in Music you don’t need to go straight to 

university. You can complete an HND at college and then apply for entry at 
year 3 at most universities to gain your degree. 

2. Music Performing isn’t the main focus of every course – Many courses 
focus on other Music skills (such as Composition). It’s always worth 
checking what each individual course has to offer! 

3. If you want to go into teaching Music in a classroom setting then it is 
recommended that you are able to play several instruments to a 
reasonable standard (guitar, ukulele, bass guitar, drum kit, percussion and 
keyboard) You should aim to be around Grade 5 standard on piano but the 
higher the better. 

4. To gain entry into most Music performance programmes you need to 
audition on your chosen instrument. For HNC/HND this needs to be around 



 

Grade 4 standard and having a pass in an ABRSM or Trinity exam at this 
level would be beneficial. 

5. Musical theatre is a competitive field and most universities look for highly 
experienced performers for year one entry. By studying an HND at college, 
you will gain vital experience and skills that would assist you in gaining a 
place at university if you wanted to do so. 

6. Extra-curricular activities are a must for any college application and the 
easiest way to build up your CV is by taking part in activities at school, so 
come to the Music department to see what’s on offer! 

 

Lists/facts/stats.  
See the careers board in the Music Department for more information on courses 
and requirements. 
 
Got an audition? See a member of the music department for support in advance 
– don’t forget to bring your audition requirements with you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

University 
 

Introduction. 
You can study Music and Music Technology at many universities across Scotland. 
Most courses require Higher Music at A standard plus Higher English. It is also an 
expectation that you are minimum Grade 8 standard in your chosen instrument 
if you wish to study a performing course. Not all courses focus on performing and 
there are a range of other routes available based on your personal interests and 
strengths.   
 
Music Technology courses normally require at least four Highers including Music 
Technology, Music, Maths and preferably Physics. Having some experience in this 
field would also be beneficial.  
  

Did you know?  
1. To gain entry into most Music performance programmes you need to 

audition on your chosen instrument. This is usually at least Grade 8 
standard and evidence of this may be required through ABRSM or Trinity 
exams. 

2. If you study a BMus or BA but have some interest in Music Education, you 
could look into further study through a PGDE qualification. 

3. If you want to go into teaching Music in a classroom setting then it is 
recommended that you are able to play several instruments to a 
reasonable standard (guitar, ukulele, bass guitar, drum kit, percussion and 
keyboard). You should aim to be around Grade 5 standard on piano but the 
higher the better. 

4. Some Universities offer joint honours with Music and range of other 
subject areas 

5. Extra-curricular activities are a must for any university application and the 
easiest way to build up your CV is by taking part in activities at school, so 
come to the Music department to see what’s on offer! 

 

Lists/facts/stats.  
See the careers board in the Music Department for more information on courses 
and requirements. 
 
Got an audition? See a member of the music department for support in advance 
– don’t forget to bring your audition requirements with you! 
 



 

Careers 
 
 

Introduction 
There are a wide range of job in the Music and Music Technology industries. 
Some people choose to follow the route of becoming a performing musician, 
whether this means playing in a professional orchestra or choir, performing in a 
band, playing as a studio musician or professionally accompanying others. 
However there are many other job options following Music and Music 
Technology training, such as:  

 Sound Engineer or Producer  

 Careers in the radio, television or film industries 

 Music Journalism / Blogging  

 Composing, Song writing or Arranging music 

 Instrument repair (known as a Luthier) 

 Musical and Speech Therapy 

 Music Agent or Management roles 

 Music Industry promotion and merchandising 

 The running and management of music arenas, venues and clubs 

 Instrumental Instructor or even a Music Teacher in a secondary school..! 
 

  

Did you know?  
Some people probably think studying music mainly leads to ‘Musician’ as a 
career, but there are so many different career options and so many different 
ways to get there! The industry in Scotland is fast moving with unique and new 
jobs being created all the time and Creative Industries are a growth industry 
sector for Scotland. To find out more about jobs in the Music and Music 
technology industries specifically, try taking a look at www.careersinmusic.com    
 
 

http://www.careersinmusic.com/

