
 

Physics 

What are the main skills I will develop studying this subject area? 

 Finding solutions to problems 

 Solving mathematical problems 

 Researching and investigating 

 Team-working 

Can I study this subject area at college?  

North East Scotland College offers a HNC in Applied Science (Chemistry/Physics Route). 

Entry: Applicants should have a Higher qualification in Chemistry and Physics or a Higher in one of 

these subjects and a National 5 (B minimum) in the other. Maths at National 5 (B minimum) is also 

essential. 

Can I study this subject area at university? 

There are several different ways you can study physics in higher education in the UK. 

 

The main route is a degree course at a university. One particular feature of the UK system is the ability 

to opt for a longer integrated Masters degree such as an MPhys (Master of Physics) or MSci (Master 

in science) as an alternative to the standard BSc (Bachelor of Science). An integrated Masters is a 

degree programme with an additional year that focuses more on research skills through extended 

project work. 

Typical Entry requirement: 

Scottish universities require Higher physics for entry and Advanced Highers may allow direct entry on 

to the second year of a degree programme. Most universities will also accept equivalent 

qualifications, such as an appropriate baccalaureate. 

Highers (or equivalent) usually required, AABB 

 Maths 

 Physics 

Useful to have 

 Chemistry 

 Further maths 

 

What types of jobs can the study of this subject area lead to? 

Physics students are trained to analyse evidence and solve problems. This way of thinking can be 

applied to many job roles, giving them the option of working in a range of industries. With further or 

training, job roles open to Physics graduates include: 

 Accountant 



 

 Computer scientist 

 Consultant 

 Environmental scientist 

 Ergonomist 

 Materials specialist 

 Medical physicist 

 Nano scientist 

 Research scientist 

 Secondary school teacher 

 Optical instrument manufacturing 

 Radiography 

 Telecommunications 

 Engineering 

 

Did you know?  

 Immediately after graduation, students that studied physics, on average start on between 

14% and 18% more than the average graduate. 

 There are various Degrees that you can study: 

These courses generally involve spending about 70% of your time studying physics and the 

remainder studying another subject. 

 Most Universities have links to CERN. The Large Hadron Collider at CERN is the World’s largest 

machine. 

 


