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Use these pages to help you discuss and jot down ideas for an imaginative 

essay on an unusual teacher who takes a class of children for the day. 

 

Section 1.   Comparison. 

 

In this story, the writer compares the unusual teacher to an animal - Mr 

Breeze is described sometimes as if he is a frog. 

 

In a group, spend 10 minutes finding descriptions that make Mr B seem 

frog-like.  The first one has been done for you. Try to find three more 

examples if you can. 
 

 

 

1. ‘…As he hopped closer to the desk...’ 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparing characters to animals (or other things) can help readers see 

them more clearly when they are reading a story. 

 

You might compare your character to an animal (or other things) during 

your story. When you come to plan your story you will get a chance to 

think about what you might compare your character to. 

 

Examples 

 

A hyperactive character could be compared to a monkey. 

A sneaky character could be compared to a snake. 

An angry character could be compared to a volcano erupting. 

A depressed character could be compared to a dark cloud. 
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In this story, Mr Breeze has one main quality – he loves colour and is, 

himself, a very colourful character. 
 

The writer makes Mr Breeze seem colourful through: 

 

APPEARANCE – what he looks like 

 

DIALOGUE – what he says. 

 

ACTIONS – what he does 
 

In groups, jot down quotations from the story that suggest Mr Breeze is 

colourful. 

Make sure that you put these quotations in the appropriate section. 
 

 

APPEARANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS 
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You are going to write a story about a supply teacher coming to 

teach your class. The supply teacher is going to be 

DIFFERENT! 

 

In the exemplar story, Mr Breeze is portrayed as colourful.  

He could also be seen as loud, confident and a bit crazy! 

 

You are now going to think about what your character’s main 

quality is going to be. There are a few suggestions to help you.  

However, you can choose something else if you want. 
 

 

My Character 

 

The character in my story is going to be (circle one of the 

following ideas): 

 

SHORT-TEMPERED  A MISERY GUTS 

 

CHEERY     NERVOUS 

 

SHY      SCARY 

 

ENTHUSIASTIC   EXHAUSTED 

   

    

BIG-HEADED    BOSSY 

 

I don’t want to do any of the ideas in the list, so my character  

is going to be… 

 

 

 

To help you think about how your character might behave, you 

are now going to take part in a fun activity that involves a bit of 

acting and some writing…! 



Strong Verbs Helpsheet 
 

One way of making your writing more interesting is by replacing 

neutral verbs with strong verbs.  

 

A strong verb is one that tells you more than what a character 

does, e.g. it is often used to suggest mood. 

 

Neutral   Strong 

 

 

Walked   swaggered         stormed     crept 

     

sauntered         tip-toed     staggered 

 

strutted        bounced     skipped 

 

pranced            marched     plodded  

 

    waddled           paraded

    floated       

 

 

 

Said    roared        sighed             squealed 

 

ordered       whispered    stammered 

 

droned       moaned            joked 

 

complained     laughed    boasted 

 

 sang       demanded        chorused  

 

 

 

   



Adverb Helpsheet  

 

    Adverbs are used to describe how something is done. 

 

There are some listed below that you could use in your 

writing. Keep this sheet handy for when you start to write. 

 

merrily   happily   cheerily  

 

playfully   humorously  comically 

 

rapidly   quickly   hurriedly 

   

sleepily   drowsily   wearily 

 

aggressively  viciously   violently 

   

fearfully   nervously   cautiously  

 

apprehensively  anxiously   timidly 

  

excitedly   enthusiastically  positively 

   

confidently   forcefully   loudly 

   

angrily   furiously   ferociously 

   

optimistically  hopefully   brightly 

 

sadly    miserably   gloomily 

 

unhappily   tearfully   sorrowfully 

 

nastily   threateningly  sinisterly 

 

 weakly   feebly   faintly 
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Now you are going to plan what you will write. 

 

Remember, you are trying to suggest one main thing about 

the teacher.  

Before you start to write, you will jot down ideas in the 

sections below. 

Your teacher will talk you through what you should write 

in each section. 

 

NAME OF TEACHER 

 

APPEARANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPARISONS 

 

 

 



Teacher For The Day: Plan 

 

You might find this plan useful to give your essay a clear 

structure. 
 

 

SECTION 1:  The headteacher tells the class about the 

teacher for the day. 

 

SECTION 2:  The teacher enters the room. Go into 

detail about what he/she looks like. 

 You should use some of your previous 

ideas about APPEARANCE here. 

 You could perhaps try to use some 

COMPARISONS here as well. 

 

SECTION 3: The teacher walks to the front of the class. 

Write about what he/she does. 

 You should use some of your previous 

ideas about ACTIONS here. 

 Again, you could use some of your ideas 

about COMPARISONS here. 

 

SECTION 4:  The teacher talks to the class.  

You should think carefully about what 

he/she says, using the ideas about 

DIALOGUE that you came up with 

earlier. 

 

SECTION 4: Describe the lesson. 

 Make sure that you describe the way that 

the pupils are feeling about the new 

teacher. You can do this through the way 

you describe the actions and dialogue of 

the children. 

 

SECTION 5:  Finish by describing how the “you” in the 

story feels about the new teacher. 


