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24 March 2021  
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Assessment Information and Calendar SQA Qualifications  
 
You will be aware that the 2021 National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher exams have been 
cancelled due to the disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The SQA has put in 
place a different way to decide the National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher results which 
they are calling the Alternative Certification Model. You will have received a booklet from the 
them which lays this out. 
 
This year teachers will use assessments to gather evidence to determine a learner’s grade 
in that subject. Learners will complete these assessments over Term 4, from April to June. 
Unlike last year, teachers cannot infer a grade or give marks based on potential, the grades 
will be entirely evidence based: this is called demonstrated attainment.  
 
The number and timings of assessments which learners will undertake for qualification 
purposes will vary across their subjects. This is due to the nature of individual subjects and 
how they are taught.  
 
Our plans have been carefully designed to ensure compliance with the SQA’s subject-
specific guidance on gathering assessment evidence, but also, importantly, maximising the 
teaching time available to best prepare our learners. The assessments learners will sit are 
shorter in length in comparison to traditional exams as most subjects are planning to split the 
assessments into two or three sittings. 
 
We have created an assessment calendar to ensure, as much as possible, assessments are 
spread evenly across the time available. As in a normal year, learners may find they have 
clusters of assessments quite close together; this will depend on their subject choice. All 
assessments will take place in class, during class time. Any learner eligible for additional 
assessment arrangements will receive these. 
 
We have developed a robust quality assurance process to ensure that the grades submitted 
to the SQA are a fair and true reflection of our learners’ capabilities. The latter part of June 
will be used to allow the school and teachers time to undertake this vital moderation before 
submitting final grades. Therefore, the majority of assessments will be completed by mid-
June. This will also allow time to be built in as a catch-up period for any learners who have 
missed assessments due to illness or isolation.



The assessment calendar attached will allow pupils to plan their revision for each subject. It 
identifies the week, the type of assessment and the time allocated.  
 
In S5/S6 many classes are bi-level and consequently Higher and National 5 assessments 
will take place at the same time.  Where classes in S5/S6 are at National 5 level only they 
will also appear on the S5/S6 assessment calendar.    
 
As more information comes in to the school, we will continue to update you.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Mr S McGuckin 
Depute Head 
 


