
 

 

        CAREER GUIDE 2026-27 

  Mathematics vs Applications of Mathematics 
 

The information is subject to change and is not a comprehensive list,  

ALWAYS check specific course or career requirements 

 

This guide explains how Mathematics and Applications of Mathematics align with different 

career paths. Both qualifications are numeracy centred, but have a different focus: 

 

 Mathematics focuses on algebra, trigonometry, and problem-solving  

 

 Applications of Mathematics covers numeracy, finance, and  

data handling for everyday use 

 

In 2025-26, over 48,000 people studied towards National 4, National 5 and Higher 

Applications of Mathematics qualifications in schools, colleges and other centres.  

Source: Qualifications Scotland Attainment Statistics 2026 
 

Information marked with ** was confirmed by admissions teams in July 2026. Entry 

requirements and admissions processes may change, so anyone relying on this information 

should verify current details with the institution. 

 

Applications of Mathematics IS likely a suitable alternative to Mathematics,  

when applying to: 
 

Acting  Agriculture  

Art  Childcare  

Criminology  Dance  

Dental Nursing/Oral Health*  English  

Fire Service  Film and Media  

Geography* Graphic Design  

Hair and Beauty  History  

Hospitality  Journalism 

Languages Law  

Midwifery* Music 

Nursing* Paramedic Science* 

Physiotherapy* Police* 

Politics Social Work 

Teaching* Theatre 

Tourism Veterinary 
 

*Further detail – when it IS likely to be suitable 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45847.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45847.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45847.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/81282.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/81282.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45847.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/81282.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/105123.html


 

 

 

Applications of Mathematics MAY be a suitable alternative to Mathematics  
 

 

Accounting and Finance*  Architecture*  

Armed Forces/Military*  Biology*  

Business* Computing* 

Economics* Electrical (Electrician)*   

Joinery* Medicine* 

Plumbing* Psychology* 

Sports*  
 

*Further detail – when it MAY be suitable 

 

Applications of Mathematics is NOT recommended as an alternative to 

Mathematics  
  

Dentistry* Engineering* 

Mathematics* Physics* 
 

*Further detail – when it is NOT recommended 

 

 

*Further Detail  
 

When Applications of Mathematics IS likely to be a suitable alternative to 

Mathematics  

But still check 
 

 
Dental Nurse/Oral Health  
The following courses offer training in Dental Nursing/Oral Health and have no Mathematics 
requirements:  

• Glasgow Caledonian University BSc (Hons) Oral Health Science   

• New College Lanarkshire HNC Dental Nursing   

• University of the Highlands and Islands BSc Oral Health Sciences   
  
Geography  
For example, both the MA Geography and BSc Geography at the University of Edinburgh 
accept Higher Mathematics or Applications of Mathematics.  
 
Midwifery  
There are three universities in Scotland that offer degrees in midwifery. They all require 
Mathematics or Applications of Mathematics at National 5 Grade C 

• Edinburgh Napier University  

• Robert Gordon University  

• University of West of Scotland  
 

https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-oral-health-science-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Scottish%20Higher%3A%20BBBB%E2%80%AFfrom%20Higher%20to%20include%20Biology%20or%20Human%20Biology%20plus%20Nat%205%20English%20C
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-oral-health-science-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Scottish%20Higher%3A%20BBBB%E2%80%AFfrom%20Higher%20to%20include%20Biology%20or%20Human%20Biology%20plus%20Nat%205%20English%20C
https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/courses/hnc-dental-nursing/#:~:text=two%20Highers%20at%20Grade%20C%20or%20above%2C%20one%20of%20which%20should%20be%20English.
https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/courses/hnc-dental-nursing/#:~:text=two%20Highers%20at%20Grade%20C%20or%20above%2C%20one%20of%20which%20should%20be%20English.
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-oral-health-science/#tabanchor:~:text=4%C2%A0Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20B
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-oral-health-science/#tabanchor:~:text=4%C2%A0Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20B
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-oral-health-science/#tabanchor:~:text=4%C2%A0Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20B
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-oral-health-science/#tabanchor:~:text=4%C2%A0Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20B
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=F800#:~:text=Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=F800#:~:text=Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/130-geography#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%2C%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%2C%20or%20Lifeskills%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=F800#:~:text=Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=L700#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%2C%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%2C%20or%20Lifeskills%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=L700#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%2C%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%2C%20or%20Lifeskills%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/50-geography#entry-requirements
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/index.php?action=programme&code=L700#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%2C%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%2C%20or%20Lifeskills%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bm-midwifery-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=or%20Human%20Biology.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20OR%20Applications%20of%20Maths,-Minimum%20Offer%20Entry
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bm-midwifery-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=or%20Human%20Biology.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20OR%20Applications%20of%20Maths,-Minimum%20Offer%20Entry
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/900-bsc-midwifery#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20at%20National%205%20grade%20C%20or%20above%20if%20not%20held%20at%20Higher
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/midwifery/#:~:text=or%20above%2C%20plus-,National%205%20Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20or%20Lifeskills%20Maths%20at%20Grade%20C%20or%20equivalent,-Alternative%20Standard%20Entry


 

 
Nursing  
Some nursing degrees require National 5 Mathematics or Applications of Mathematics,  
such as Glasgow Caledonian University and Napier University.  
 
Paramedic Science  
Some Paramedic Science degrees require National 5 Mathematics or Applications of 
Mathematics, such as Glasgow Caledonian University and Queen Margaret University.   
 
Physiotherapy   
There are three universities in Scotland offering degrees in physiotherapy.   

• Glasgow Caledonian University – No Mathematics requirement  

• Queen Margaret University - Requires National 5 Mathematics or Applications 
Mathematics. Two of Biology, Physics, Chemistry or Mathematics/Applications of 
Mathematics at Higher** 

• Robert Gordon University - two from Biology/Human Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics/Applications of Mathematics and Physics**    
 

Police  
You do not need any formal qualifications to become a police officer with Police Scotland.  
The application process involves the Police Scotland Entrance Test (PSET), which includes  
a numeracy element. Applications of Mathematics is a suitable subject to prepare for this.   
  
Teaching   
National 5 Mathematics or Application of Mathematics at C is required. For an example, see 
the University of Edinburgh.   
 
Veterinary  
Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative to Mathematics for the following courses:   

• Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) BVSci Veterinary Science 

• University of Edinburgh BVM&S Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 

• University of Glasgow Veterinary Medicine & Surgery BVMS - Higher 

Applications of Mathematics is accepted in place of Higher Mathematics** 

• University of Glasgow Veterinary Biosciences BSc/MSci 
 

 

When Applications of Mathematics MAY be a suitable alternative to 

Mathematics  

Double check 

 

 
Accounting and Finance  
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative: 

• Dundee University BAcc (Hons) Accountancy  

• Queen Margaret University BA (Hons) Business Management with Finance  

• University of the Highlands and Islands BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance  

• University of Strathclyde BA Hons Accounting – ‘Mathematics or Applications 

of Mathematics is required for Accounting’  

Example where National 5 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative:  

• University of Edinburgh MA Accounting and Finance – National 5 Mathematics 
is usually required BUT Higher Applications of Mathematics is accepted in place of 
National 5 Mathematics.  
  

https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-nursing-studies-adult-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=based%20subject%2C%20plus-,Nat%205%20Maths%20or%20Application%20of%20Maths,-A%20Level%3A%C2%A0
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bn-nursing-adult-undergraduate-fulltime
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-paramedic-science-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Biology/Human%20Biology%20plus-,Nat%205%20Maths%20or%20Application%20of%20Maths,-A%20Level%3A%C2%A0BCC
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-paramedic-science-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Biology/Human%20Biology%20plus-,Nat%205%20Maths%20or%20Application%20of%20Maths,-A%20Level%3A%C2%A0BCC
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2026/bsc-paramedic-science-2026-entry#:~:text=We%20can%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Application%20of%20Maths
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/bsc-paramedic-science-2025-entry#:~:text=We%20can%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Application%20of%20Maths%20or%20Lifeskills%20at%20the%20same%20grade.
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-physiotherapy-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Scottish%20Higher%3A%C2%A0AABBB%20or%20equivalent%20incl%20Higher%20in%20two%20sciences
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-physiotherapy-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=Scottish%20Higher%3A%C2%A0AABBB%20or%20equivalent%20incl%20Higher%20in%20two%20sciences
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2026/master-of-physiotherapy-bsc-hons-physiotherapy-2026-entry#:~:text=We%20can%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Application%20of%20Maths
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/master-of-physiotherapy-mphys-bsc-hons-physiotherapy-2025-entry
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1081-mphys-physiotherapy#:~:text=of%20English)%20and-,two%20from%20Biology/Human%20Biology%2C%20Chemistry%2C%20Maths%20and%20Physics,-required%20overall%20from
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1081-mphys-physiotherapy#:~:text=of%20English)%20and-,two%20from%20Biology/Human%20Biology%2C%20Chemistry%2C%20Maths%20and%20Physics,-required%20overall%20from
https://www.scotland.police.uk/jobs/police-officer/#:~:text=To%20apply%20to%20become%20a%20police%20officer%2C%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20need%20any%20formal%20qualifications
https://www.scotland.police.uk/jobs/become-a-police-officer/who-we-are-looking-for/#:~:text=You%20do%20not%20need%20any%20formal%20qualifications%20to%20apply%20to%20become%20a%20police%20officer.
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotland.police.uk%2Fspa-media%2Fperja2lg%2Fpset-mock-questions.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.scotland.police.uk/jobs/special-constables/the-selection-process-and-essential-reading/#:~:text=Police%20Scotland%20Entrance%20Test%20(PSET)
https://education-sport.ed.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught-degrees/pgde-secondary/apply#:~:text=SQA%20National%205%20Mathematics%20or%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sruc.ac.uk%2Fcourse-catalogue%2Fveterinary-science%2Fbvsci-veterinary-science%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DMaths%2FApplications%2520of%2520Maths)&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967507850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aQgpln4TRsJgeZg713Jj38L6vC5xfSJAAsPEX3hkEL0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvet.ed.ac.uk%2Feducation%2Fundergraduate%2Fbvms%2F5-year-programme%2Fentry-requirements&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967520263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uq9Yxgu7sQM2czQwWv1I%2BX2Fjd4cYZvaGK7ChD4S%2Big%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gla.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fdegrees%2Fveterinarymedicine%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967537331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Eqmj0uFrYGhOZNTTTagpXirlUl6IFV8ACiNanLpvhQw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gla.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fdegrees%2Fveterinarybiosciences&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967551272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U36lTYDiqVQUW8lONbxvM2zMuxqaFygl12LyDIU9gEk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/accountancy-bacc-hons/entry-requirements#:~:text=Mathematics%20or%20a%20maths%2Drelated%20subject%20at%20National%205%20grade%20C
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/accountancy-bacc-hons/entry-requirements#:~:text=Mathematics%20or%20a%20maths%2Drelated%20subject%20at%20National%205%20grade%20C
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/ba-hons-business-management-with-finance-2025-entry#:~:text=We%20can%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Application%20of%20Maths%20or%20Lifeskills%20at%20the%20same%20grade
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/ba-hons-business-management-with-finance-2025-entry#:~:text=We%20can%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Application%20of%20Maths%20or%20Lifeskills%20at%20the%20same%20grade
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ba-hons-accounting-and-finance/#:~:text=1%20Scottish%20Higher%20at%20grade%20C%20or%20above%20(preferably%20in%20a%20numeracy%2Dbased%20subject)
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ba-hons-accounting-and-finance/#:~:text=1%20Scottish%20Higher%20at%20grade%20C%20or%20above%20(preferably%20in%20a%20numeracy%2Dbased%20subject)
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/accounting/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/accounting/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20required%20for%20Accounting
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/464-accounting-and-finance#entry-requirements:~:text=Mathematics%20at%20B%2C%20or%20Higher%20Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=NN43&action=view#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%20at%20B


 

Architecture  
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Dundee University Architecture MArch (Hons)  

• Edinburgh Napier University BSc (Hons) Architectural Technology   

• Glasgow School of Art BArch Architecture**  

• Robert Gordon University BSc/MArch Architecture**  

Examples where Higher Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Higher 
Mathematics:  

• University of Edinburgh BA/MA Architecture 

• University of Strathclyde BSc (Hons) Architectural Studies – more information    
 
Armed Forces/Military  
The requirements will vary by role. For example, there are no formal qualifications needed  
to join the British Army as an infantry soldier, but for engineering roles across all branches  
of the Armed Forces, Applications of Mathematics is not recommended as an alternative to 
Mathematics.  
 
Biology     
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• UWS Applied Bioscience BSc (Hons)  

• Napier University BA (Hons) Biological Sciences  
Example where National 5 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative: 

• University of Edinburgh BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences – National 5 
Mathematics or Physics is usually required BUT Higher Applications of Mathematics 
is accepted in place of National 5 Mathematics. 

 
Business     
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Fife College HNC Business 

• Queen Margaret University BA (Hons) Business Management  

• Strathclyde University BA (Hons) Business  

• University of the Highlands and Islands HND Business  

Example where National 5 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative: 

• University of Edinburgh MA (Hons) Business Management – National 5 
Mathematics is usually required BUT Higher Applications of Mathematics is 
accepted in place of National 5 Mathematics. 

 
Computing  
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Edinburgh Napier University Beng (Hons) Computing  

• Glasgow Caledonian University BSc (Hons) Computing  

Examples where Higher Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Higher 
Mathematics:  

• Edinburgh College HND Computer Games Development**  

• Edinburgh University BEng (Hons) Computer Science  
 
Economics  
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• University of Dundee BSc (Hons) Economics   

• University of Stirling BSc (Hons) Economics  

https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/architecture/entry-requirements#:~:text=Advanced%20Higher%2C%20SQA-,Standard%3A%20BBBC,-Widening%20access%3A
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/architecture/entry-requirements#:~:text=Advanced%20Higher%2C%20SQA-,Standard%3A%20BBBC,-Widening%20access%3A
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bscbsc-hons-architectural-technology-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=Entry%20Requirement%3A%20BBBC-,In%20addition%2C%20National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20is%20required%20(Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20accepted),-.
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bscbsc-hons-architectural-technology-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=Entry%20Requirement%3A%20BBBC-,In%20addition%2C%20National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20is%20required%20(Applications%20of%20Maths%20is%20accepted),-.
https://wayintothegsa.co.uk/howtoapplyundergraduate/#:~:text=4%20Highers%20at%20ABBB%20including%20a%20literate%20subject*%20and%20Maths%20or%20Physics
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/850-bsc-master-of-architecture#:~:text=SQA%20Higher%3A%C2%A0BBBB%20to%20include%20English%20(or%20a%20written%20subject%20requiring%20the%20use%20of%20English)%2C%20Maths%20or%20a%20science%20and%20preferably%20Art
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/120-architecture#entry-requirements:~:text=Mathematics%20at%20A%20or%20Mathematics%20and%20Physics%20both%20at%20B
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/architecturalstudies/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/architecturalstudies/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/architecturalstudies/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/architecturalstudies/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Physics%20is%20required%20for%20Architectural%20Studies
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Physics%20is%20required%20for%20Architectural%20Studies
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Physics%20is%20required%20for%20Architectural%20Studies
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=Maths%20or%20Physics%20is%20required%20for%20Architectural%20Studies
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/infantry/infantry-soldier/#:~:text=No%20formal%20qualifications%20needed
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/infantry/infantry-soldier/#:~:text=Qualifications%3A,formal%20qualifications%20needed
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/applied-bioscience/#!
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/ba-hons-business-management-2025-entry
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bsc-hons-biological-science-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=Standard%20Entry%20Requirement%3A%20BBBB%20including%20Human%20Biology%2C%20Biology%2C%20Chemistry%20or%20Physics.
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=The%20Faculty%20of%20Humanities%20%26%20Social%20Sciences%20and%20the%20Strathclyde%20Business%20School%20will%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths.
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/4-biological-sciences#entry-requirements
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?action=view&code=n100#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%20at%20B
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnc-business/#:~:text=At%20least%20one%20Higher%20at%20level%20C%20or%20above%20in%20relevant%20subjects%20(e.g.%20Business%2C%20English%2C%20Modern%20Studies%2C%20History%2C%20Admin%20and%20IT%2C%20Religious%2C%20Moral%20and%20Philosophical%20Studies%2C%20Computing%2C%20Geography%2C%20Maths%20or%20Science%20based%20subjects)%20plus%20four%20National%205s%20at%20Grade%20C%20or%20above%20in%20any%20subjects.
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/ba-hons-business-management-2025-entry
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2025/ba-hons-business-management-2025-entry
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=The%20Faculty%20of%20Humanities%20%26%20Social%20Sciences%20and%20the%20Strathclyde%20Business%20School%20will%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths.
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/howtochooseyoursubjectsatschool/#:~:text=The%20Faculty%20of%20Humanities%20%26%20Social%20Sciences%20and%20the%20Strathclyde%20Business%20School%20will%20also%20accept%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths.
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/hnd-business/#:~:text=Maths/Application%20of%20Maths
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/hnd-business/#:~:text=2%20Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20C
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/hnd-business/#:~:text=2%20Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20C
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/hnd-business/#:~:text=2%20Scottish%20Highers%20at%20grade%20C
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/182-business-management#:~:text=Mathematics%20at%20B%2C%20or%20Higher%20Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20at%20C
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?action=view&code=n100#:~:text=National%205s%3A%20Mathematics%20at%20B
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bengbeng-hons-computing-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=Entry%20Requirement%3A%20BBBC.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%C2%A0OR%20Applications%20of%20Maths.,-Minimum%20Offer%20Entry
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bengbeng-hons-computing-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=Entry%20Requirement%3A%20BBBC.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%C2%A0OR%20Applications%20of%20Maths.,-Minimum%20Offer%20Entry
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-computing-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=BBCC%20or%20equivalent%20incl-,Higher%20in%20Maths%2C%20Appl%20of%20Maths,-%2C%20or%20Computing
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate-computing-glasgow#entry-requirements:~:text=BBCC%20or%20equivalent%20incl-,Higher%20in%20Maths%2C%20Appl%20of%20Maths,-%2C%20or%20Computing
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/computer-games-development-hnd-en1cgd1b26
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/58-computer-science
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=G401%2520&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/economics-bsc/entry-requirements#:~:text=Advanced%20Higher%2C%20SQA-,Standard%3A%20BBBC,-Widening%20access%3A
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/economics-bsc/entry-requirements#:~:text=Advanced%20Higher%2C%20SQA-,Standard%3A%20BBBC,-Widening%20access%3A
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/economics/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,ABBB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/economics/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,ABBB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels


 

Example where Higher Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Higher 
Mathematics:  

• Edinburgh University MA (Hons) Economics   
..  
Electrical (Electrician)    
Example where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Forth Valley College - Pre-Apprenticeship Electrical Installation  

Examples where Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Mathematics at 
any level:  

• West College Scotland - Pre-Apprenticeship Electrical Installation  

• Glasgow Clyde College - Pre-Apprenticeship Electrical Installation  

• Perth UHI - Pre-Apprenticeship Electrical Installation  

 
Joinery 
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Perth UHI – Construction (Carpentry and Joinery) NPA  

• Forth Valley College NQ Carpentry & Joinery (Pre-Apprenticeship) – ‘Those 

applying for the course with an application of maths qualification, irrespective of the 

level achieved, will be required to attend and pass a maths skills test at a college 

campus in order to progress to a group selection event’ 

Example where National 4 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative: 

• Fife College - National Progression Awards Carpentry & Joinery - National 4 
Mathematics is usually required BUT National 5 Applications of Mathematics is 
accepted in place of National 4 Mathematics** 

 
Medicine  
Entry to Medicine is extremely competitive and anyone wishing to pursue medicine should 
research how choosing Mathematics or Applications of Mathematics impacts their options. 
Example where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• University of Edinburgh 

Examples where Higher Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Higher 
Mathematics:  

• University of Aberdeen** 

• University of Dundee** 

• University of Glasgow 

• University of St Andrews 
 
Plumbing 
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Perth UHI – Pre-Apprenticeship Plumbing 

• West College Scotland – Pre-Apprenticeship Plumbing with Renewable 
Technologies 

• Forth Valley College – Pre-Apprenticeship in Plumbing 

Example where National 4 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative: 

• Fife College - National Progression Award: Building Services: Plumbing and 
Electrical – National 4 Mathematics is usually required BUT National 5 Applications 
of Mathematics is accepted in place of National 4 Mathematics**  

 
Psychology   
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Abertay University BSc (Hons) Psychology   

https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/122-economics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=L100&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=L100&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=L100&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/122-economics#entry-requirements:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=L100&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/courses/construction-building-services/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-1#:~:text=*Applications%20of%20Maths%20not%20accepted
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.glasgowclyde.ac.uk/courses/53993-preapprenticeship-electrical-installation-level-5-august-to-january/886#:~:text=Please%20note%20that%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20or%20SCQF%20Level%205%20Numeracy%20are%20not%20equivalent%20to%20National%205%20Maths%20/%20English%20and%20will%20not%20be%20accepted.
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/nq-pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-electrician/#:~:text=Application%20of%20Maths%20is%20not%20acceptable
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses/engineering/pre-apprenticeship-electrical-installation-falkirk#:~:text=N5%20application%20of%20maths%20(min)
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/courses/npa-construction-carpentry-and-joinery
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forthvalley.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fconstruction%2Fnq-carpentry-joinery-pre-apprenticeship&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967630519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=23qmTuhHnQp7C2wCTCd2PFc633LrD6ps3T0him60gas%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fife.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fbrowse-courses%2Fnational-progression-awards-carpentry-joinery-group-a-1%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967644771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gcOGYAxgJz%2BHYsVVeMr%2Fr0gL2RzaPiV3z5BfOaglvJM%3D&reserved=0
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/354-mbchb-medicine-6-year-programme#entry-requirements:~:text=Biology/Human%20Biology%2C-,Mathematics/Applications%20of%20Mathematics,-or%20Physics
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/smmsn/undergraduate/medicine/entrance-requirements/academic-requirements/uk-requirements/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dundee.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fmedicine&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C891fb4325bd74e21ea1108ddacd5a65b%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638856755807009529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4oxvXdQF5Xh01V2a%2BIX7TWWTRmmqx5n5pnuRuK6r3mk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/medicine/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/subjects/medicine/entry-requirements/academic-requirements/uk-qualifications/#:~:text=Lifeskills%20Maths%20and%20Applications%20of%20Maths%20will%20not%20be%20accepted%20to%20meet%20the%20National%205%20Maths%20requirement
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.perth.uhi.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fnq-pre-apprenticeship-plumbing-scqf-5%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3Dmust%2520be%2520able%2520to%2520demonstrate%2520the%2520academic%2520ability%2520to%2520work%2520at%2520SCQF%2520Level%25203&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967565958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wDdfMowVJyhhxjOigBA0gTFSKzyaOxV53oFupTGv9Wg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/courses/construction-building-services/npa-plumbing-with-renewable-technologies/#:~:text=Mathematics%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/courses/construction-building-services/npa-plumbing-with-renewable-technologies/#:~:text=Mathematics%20or%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forthvalley.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fplumbing%2Fpre-apprenticeship-in-plumbing&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967591349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1VFc7zu6qD7NjKQgsB178kW%2BK19ImW3raM2xqGsvrtk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fife.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fbrowse-courses%2Fnational-progression-award-building-services-plumbing-and-electrical%2F%3Fpage%3D1%26tagged%3D3033_3761&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967603988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJ3uztuVoZP%2FIDa4rdAlX7Pcp9IPArsd1vzUzZe4f0g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fife.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fbrowse-courses%2Fnational-progression-award-building-services-plumbing-and-electrical%2F%3Fpage%3D1%26tagged%3D3033_3761&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C756dfbbd6b31416af47c08ddadb268f0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638857703967603988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJ3uztuVoZP%2FIDa4rdAlX7Pcp9IPArsd1vzUzZe4f0g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/course-search/undergraduate/psychology/#:~:text=National%205%20Lifeskill%20Maths%20and%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20grade%20B%20is%20accepted%20in%20lieu%20of%20Maths
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/course-search/undergraduate/psychology/#:~:text=National%205%20Lifeskill%20Maths%20and%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20grade%20B%20is%20accepted%20in%20lieu%20of%20Maths


 

• Dundee University BSc (Hons) Psychology  

• Edinburgh Napier University BA (Hons)/ BSc (Hons) Psychology   

• Strathclyde University BA (Hons) Psychology  

• St Andrews University BSc/MA (Hons) Psychology  

• University of the Highlands and Islands BSc (Hons) Psychology  

Example where National 5 Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative:   

• Edinburgh University BSc (Hons) Psychology – National 5 Mathematics is 
usually required BUT Higher Applications of Mathematics at B is accepted in place 
of National 5 Mathematics. 

 
Sports    
Examples where Applications of Mathematics is a suitable alternative:  

• Abertay University BSc (Hons) Sports Development and Coaching  

• Heriot Watt University BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science  

• Stirling University BA (Hons) Sport Development and Coaching   

• Edinburgh Napier University BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching 

Example where Higher Applications of Mathematics is not a suitable alternative to Higher 
Mathematics:  

• University of Edinburgh BSc (Hons) Applied Sport Science  
 

 

When Applications of Mathematics is NOT recommended as a suitable 

alternative to Mathematics.  

Still check with institutions. 

 

 
Dentistry   
At undergraduate level, dentistry is offered at two universities in Scotland. Applications of 
Maths is not accepted as an alternative to Mathematics at either university. 

• University of Glasgow Dentistry BDS – Higher Applications of Mathematics is not 
accepted as an alternative to Higher Mathematics for Dentistry BDS entry 
requirements** 

• University of Dundee Dentistry BDS – Dundee do not accept Applications of 
Maths in place of Mathematics for dentistry or medicine courses** 

 
Engineering   
Engineering requires algebra, trigonometry, and mathematical problem-solving skills, which 
are developed in-depth within SQA Mathematics. Applications of Mathematics is not 
considered as an alternative. 
 
Mathematics  
Mathematics requires algebra, trigonometry, and mathematical problem-solving skills, which 
are developed in-depth within SQA Mathematics. Applications of Mathematics is not 
considered as an alternative. 
 
Physics 
Physics requires algebra, trigonometry, and mathematical problem-solving skills, which are 
developed in-depth within SQA Mathematics. Applications of Mathematics is not considered 
as an alternative. 
 
 
 

https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/psychology-bsc/entry-requirements#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20essential%20subjects%20for%20level%201%20entry
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/psychology-bsc/entry-requirements#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20essential%20subjects%20for%20level%201%20entry
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/ba-hons--bsc-hons-psychology-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=or%20Literary%20subject*.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20or%C2%A0Applications%20of%20Maths,-.%20We%20accept%20the
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/ba-hons--bsc-hons-psychology-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=or%20Literary%20subject*.-,National%205%20grade%20C%20in%20Maths%20or%C2%A0Applications%20of%20Maths,-.%20We%20accept%20the
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/psychology/#entryrequirements:~:text=plus%20National%205%20Maths%20or%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20B%20to%20C
https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/psychology/#entryrequirements:~:text=plus%20National%205%20Maths%20or%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20B%20to%20C
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/subjects/psychology/psychology-bsc/#:~:text=Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/subjects/psychology/psychology-bsc/#:~:text=Applications%20of%20Mathematics
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/bsc-hons-psychology/#:~:text=including%20a%20pass%20in%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Maths
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/370-psychology#entry-requirements:~:text=We%20do%20not%20accept%20National%205%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20in%20place%20of%20National%205%20Mathematics.
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=C802&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/370-psychology#entry-requirements
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/course-search/undergraduate/sports-development-and-coaching/#:~:text=National%C2%A05%20Lifeskill%20Maths/Application%20of%20Maths%20at%C2%A0C%20accepted%20in%20lieu%20of%20Maths.%20Higher%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20grade%C2%A0C%20accepted.
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/course-search/undergraduate/sports-development-and-coaching/#:~:text=National%205%20Lifeskills%20Maths/Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20C%20accepted%20in%20lieu%20of%20Maths.%20Higher%20Application%20of%20Maths%20at%20grade%20C%20accepted.
https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/how-to-apply/entry-requirements/school-qualifications#:~:text=It%20is%20also%20a%20requirement%20that%20applicants%20hold%20Mathematics%20or%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20at%20a%20minimum%20of%20National%205%20Grade%20C%20or%20GCSE%20Grade%20C%20or%204%20for%20all%20courses
https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/sport-and-exercise-science#requirements:~:text=Highers%20AABB%20(including%20a%20science%20subject%2C%20this%20can%20be%20psychology%2C%20sport%20science%20or%20physical%20education)
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/sport-development-coaching/#panel_1_2:~:text=SQA%20Highers-,AABB,-GCE%20A%2Dlevels
https://www.napier.ac.uk/courses/bsc-hons-sports-coaching-undergraduate-fulltime#:~:text=PE%20or%20Psychology.-,National%205%20C%20in%20Maths%20(including%20Applications%20of%20Maths).,-Minimum%20Offer%20Entry
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/undergraduate/114-applied-sport-science#entry-requirements:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://undergraduate.degrees.ed.ac.uk/?code=C610&action=view#:~:text=Higher%20Applications%20of%20Mathematics%20is%20not%20accepted%20in%20place%20of%20Higher%20Mathematics
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gla.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fdegrees%2Fdentistry%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3Dat%2520grade%2520A.-%2CHigher%2520Maths%2520or%2520Physics%2C-and%2520National%25205&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C891fb4325bd74e21ea1108ddacd5a65b%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638856755806938841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VGtaLkMlVLrZBFFWqKBwZM9QDWd30BN3gOiVb%2BsUpdk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dundee.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fdentistry%2Fentry-requirements%23%3A~%3Atext%3D5%2520-%2520English%2520and-%2CMathematics%2520at%2520grade%2520B%2C-Offers%2520will%2520be&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C891fb4325bd74e21ea1108ddacd5a65b%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638856755806966218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z7i2o6eFOLI89G6Ylba3AN5U7Orat%2Bu%2F2VWLTCwyAmE%3D&reserved=0


 

Why Check? 

 
Entry requirements may change, so individuals are encouraged to check with the relevant 
colleges or universities. This guide is for general information only and should not be used as a 
substitute for checking official university requirements. 
 
As part of widening access efforts, some institutions may offer greater flexibility with entry 
requirements, so it may be worth contacting them directly for guidance if widening access 
criteria apply. 
 

 
Developed by: David Harvey, Careers Adviser 
Contact: David.harvey@sds.co.uk 
 
SOURCES: Information from reliable online sources with 
confirmation and/or further detail sought via  
college and university admissions. 
 
**Confirmed by admissions July 2026. Entry 
requirements and admissions processes may change, 
so anyone relying on this information should verify 
current details with the institution. 

 
All information and links are correct at time of publication August 2026 

 
To report issues or make resource suggestions,  
contact SDS National CIAG Team, email: cmsresource@sds.co.uk 
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