NATIONAL 3 MODERN STUDIES (S4)

Course Content

The topics covered in National 3 Modern Studies in S4 at Balwearie High School
are:

Democracy in the UK

Pupils will study the UK political system. They will look at the First Past the Post
voting system and its impact on election results. Pupils will learn the ways in
which citizens are informed about, participate in and influence the political
process. Pupils will study the role and powers of the Prime Minister.

Crime and the Law

Pupils will study the causes of crime, the impact of crime and the approaches
used to tackle crime. They will look at the role and powers of the police and the
punishments available to the courts and their effectiveness. Pupils will learn
about the Children’s Hearing System.

World Powers (the USA)

Pupils will study why the USA is a world power and its influence on other
countries. They will look at social and economic issues in America, the
government’s responses and their effectiveness. Pupils will also learn about the
American political system and citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

Learning & Teaching

Teaching and learning strategies used in the Modern Studies department include
group work, debates, class discussion and videos. Active learning will be
emphasised with pupils encouraged to express and justify their own opinions, as
well as teaching their peers. Pupils will develop their ICT skills by conducting
Internet research, producing PowerPoints/Sway/reports/etc.

Assessment

Pupils will sit an assessment for each of the three units.




