
S3 MODERN STUDIES 
 

What is in this course? 

Modern Studies is of direct relevance to you.  It helps you to make sense of the World 

around you and to develop the skills and knowledge needed as a global citizen in an 

every changing World.  You will gain an understanding of the society in which you live at 

local, national and international level.   

The topics covered in S3 are: 

Terrorism: Pupils will learn about a number of recent terrorist attacks, including the 

Manchester Arena and the Westminster attacks. Pupils will study the causes, 

consequences and reactions to terrorism throughout the World.  

Development in Africa: Pupils will study the needs and problems faced by developing 

countries in Africa and the responses of the United Nations. Pupils will consider how best 

to meet the needs of developing countries.  

Meeting the Needs of People in Society: Pupils will research vulnerable groups in our 

society (the elderly, the unemployed, the disabled, the homeless, etc) and find out what 

their needs are and how the government & charities help meet their needs. 

Crime & the Law: Pupils will study why people commit crime, the impact of crime, the 

role of the police, courts, prison, the Children’s Hearing System and non-custodial 

sentences. 

 

Teaching and learning strategies used in the Modern Studies department include group 

work, use of ICT (e.g. Internet research, PowerPoint, MovieMaker), debates, class 

discussion and video. Active learning will be emphasised with pupils encouraged to 

express and justify their own opinions.  

How will I know I am progressing? 

Pupils will be assessed through both formative and summative assessment. Formative 

assessment will be used throughout the course and summative assessment will mainly be 

in the form of end of unit tests. Pupils will receive written and oral feedback from their 

teacher and will participate in peer and self evaluation.   

What SQA Qualifications can this lead to? 

The S3 course will provide pupils with the necessary skills and knowledge to progress to 

the study of National 4 or National 5 Modern Studies in S4 or to Higher or Advanced 

Higher Modern Studies in the future. 

Additional considerations. 

Pupils will gain a variety of transferable skills (e.g. detecting bias, exaggeration and 

drawing conclusions) as well as enhancing their literacy and numeracy skills.  Pupils will 

also become effective contributors as they participate in group work and class discussion. 

They will also develop as confident individuals by regularly presenting to their peers. Due 

to the nature of Modern Studies, courses will reflect current and recent events within the 

context of the topics studied. Modern Studies is a useful subject for many careers 

including journalism, the legal profession, police, teaching, social work and many more. 

 


