Balwearie High School
Parent Voice Minute
Meeting held via Microsoft Teams Online on

Wednesday 03 March 2021
@ 7pm

Present: Steven Robertson, Pam Menzies, Linda Sutherland, Peter Dickson, Sharon Gilfillan, Louise
Andree, Helen Webster, Catherine Lindow, Maggie Anderson, Carol Linton, Josephine Bryden, Chris
Hilliard, Pauline Gallagher, Abby Morris, Adele McMillan, Rebecca Fyfe, Laila Seath, Birute
Frankaityte, Jan Graham, Kelly Kay, Hayley McCrossan, Geoff Palmer, Shirley Ryan, Gayle Thomson,
Fiona Spence.

Apologies: Tara Woods

Welcome and Introductions

S4 Depute Steven Robertson welcomed parents and new parents to our meeting this session. He
confirmed the previous minutes were shared and asked if there were any questions. No questions
raised.

School Update
e Remote Learning / Engagement

Steven shared a school update via power point. He confirmed engagement has been fairly positive,
that guidance staff and deputes have been phoning home to support this. Pam Menzies asked
about the volume of learning the pupils have been given. Linda Sutherland added that during Feb
Half term some S2 tasks were issued with a short return date and some pupil work had to be
completed during their own time. Steven agreed that it was about getting the right balance of work.
Abby Morris highlighted how it has been a big jump for some pupils from P7 to S1 and online
working was not included in the transition. Parents also felt it was important for teachers to give
homework the same way. Steven added that there is very little to do remotely on technical subjects.
Helen Webster added a point about S3 online learning and felt some were giving up as only 3 out of
whole class logging in, she confirmed this must have been very frustrating. Steven explained about
S4-S6 SQA stage, traction lost, online live lessons, drop-in sessions, digital learning. Pam Menzies
asked about plan and prioritising. Linda Sutherland asked about S2 Learning grid. Pauline Gallagher
thought the sheer volume was too much for pupils to manage. Mr Robertson confirmed some
Balwearie staff were still supporting our Key Worker and Vulnerable children and this has also had
an impact.

e School Return

Steven confirmed our school staff have been very busy, almost all teachers are back in school. Safety
is our priority. High standards of cleaning. Plenty of hand sanitisers and masks available all over
school, it is becoming part of our routine. Buses will resume as normal after Easter break and we
will be still running the Keyworker / Vulnerable Hub in school. Steven advised parents will be
informed as soon as we know any updates. Lateral Testing kits for pupils will be available to be
collected from school office.



e School Improvements

Steven wanted to confirm what improvements and investments have been taking place with the
school buildings over the past months. Very noticeably several areas have been pressure washed
and this has made a significant change and totally transformed the areas. New signage has been
added around the school with extra funding. New blue pupil chairs to replace old ones. Pam
Menzies asked about the condition of our school toilets and when they would be getting upgraded.
Steven confirmed that money for the main toilets has been ring fenced and agreed this work needs
to be a priority.

e School App
Steven encouraged parents who have not already downloaded the new school app to do so. Push
Notifications via Android and Apple mobile phones. Can access the app via Play Store, search
Balwearie High School.

e School Parents’ Evenings online

Parents agreed parents’ evening online platform had many advantages and was welcomed. Steven
confirmed Balwearie is a pilot school for this system and feedback is encouraged from parents.

SQA update

Steven confirmed that each subject will be different. The assessments will be marked by people in
school. The pupils will be given the same grading system. S4-S6 will be given a longer time, this will
work to their advantage to achieve the best grade.

Parent Voice Chair

Steven explained that our last chairperson Nina stepped down and we still have a vacancy for this
post. We understand that has been a busy time for everyone and the focus is on our young people
at the moment. Steven confirmed he is happy to continue to support our meetings. Sharon Gilfillan
suggested we wait until after the Summer when things have settled down. Josephine Bryden and
Louise Andree confirmed they might be able to take on a joint chairperson role. Steven confirmed it
is mostly emails, consultations at the most. He confirmed he will speak with Rector Mr McNeil
tomorrow and confirm as there is only one final Parent Voice Meeting this term in May. Action SR

ACOB

Duke of Edinburgh

Carol Linton asked about an update on our Duke of Edinburgh Awards. Steven confirmed that
certificates were in school but will need to confirm and advise. Action SR

SQA Assessment Calendar

Sharon Gilfillan highlighted the assessment calendar recently received by parents. Steven explained
about Principal Teachers collating information at the moment, it is important that the young people



get the correct balance and offers of scribes etc which is currently taking place. He hoped that
assessment would be as late as possible.

School Uniform

Carol Linton asked about the school being understanding about pupil’s school uniform returning to
school. The fact that some uniforms even just new, may not possibly fit our young people. The fact
about the difficulty to access and cost implementation in current times. Mr Robertson agreed and
confirmed parents to try their best to do what they can and pupils would be supported.

Date of Next Meeting

Steven concluded the meeting by wishing everyone the very best and if there is anything we can
help with to contact the school via email balweariehs.enquiries@fife.gov.uk or phone 01592 583402.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 12th May 2021 @ 7pm.




