
Balwearie High School  
 

Parent Voice Minute  
 

Meeting held via Microsoft Teams Online on  
 

Wednesday 12 May 2021  
@ 7pm  

  
Present: Steven Robertson/ S4 DHT, Louise Andree (Co-Chair), Josephine Bryden (Co-Chair), Sharon 
Gilfillan, Carol Linton, Laura Morris, Fiona Spence, Helen Webster, Gayle Thomson, Liz Mackie, 
Christina Noras, Jenny MacDonald, Morag Hay, Kara McMillan. 
 
Apologies: Rebecca Fyfe 
 

 

Welcome and Introductions  
 
Mr Steven Robertson welcomed everyone to our Parent Voice meeting.  He introduced our new Co-
Chairs Louise Andree and Josephine Bryden. Josephine said she was very pleased that everyone has 
joined them and took time to explain the agenda for the evening.  Louise added that they are hoping 
to bring some new ideas to Parent Voice with chat bubble, adding a Parent Voice page, our minutes 
being available in a more summarised form to share and pass onto other parents. 
 
School Update  
 
Steven highlighted his school update via his power point presentation to everyone.  He confirmed 
timetable changes now completed and assemblies have taken place.  He confirmed that our Primary 
7 Transition Roadshow on Teams was received very well.  Our Enhanced transitions will still be 
visiting the school but will be in smaller groups of 3-5.  School Uniforms – plans will be to tighten up 
on the uniform rules, ties to be worn.  He added that there is help and support to parents with 
uniform on offer.  S1 Parents Night will continue via virtual Parents Evening.  Plans also ongoing for 
Open days, Balwearie Connect, sharing stories, career pathways, ideas to bring ex-pupils into school.  
He highlighted lots of opportunities on our Developing the Young Workforce Noticeboard which is 
on our school website and that there are so many different job opportunities e.g. Apprenticeships, 
work placements. Steven also explained about the Foundation Apprenticeship program which 
guarantees a 3 week work placement. BRAG (Balwearie Raising Attainment Group) also offers some 
work experience opportunities. 
 
Recovery Plan for Session 2021-2022 
 
Steven continued to explain in detail about the plans in place for next session.  Key points were 
additional time for S2 in Subjects Maths and English but with reduction of electives to one.  
Additional time in S4 next session in Maths and English compared to other subjects.  Investment in 
an additional Pupil Support Officer.  Investment in a Youth Worker specially for Balwearie.  
Wellbeing Profiles for all pupils.  SQA modification continuing next session with a S4 targeted 
approach. Parent Morag Hay asked about the S1 electives and about a flexible curriculum. 
 
Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) Assessment Update 
 
Steven confirmed the assessment calendar was now in progress and added that each subject is 
different.  He explained that it is our teachers who are carrying out the marking and they have a 



substantial workload ahead.  The National 4 level Added Value unit has been removed.  Dual 
presentation is allowed.  S4 -S6 Reports will be issued later this week.     
 
 
Purpose of Parent Voice 
 
Josephine highlighted the importance of Mental Health / Resources/ Funding / Scottish 
Government/ Covid Funding for Fife and the main reason we have a Balwearie Parent Voice. 
She emphasised the importance to engage parents in their children’s learning as it builds strong 
relationships with home and school.  We are looking at areas for development from a parents’ 
perspective.  We need the views and thoughts from parents.  She added that suggestions are always 
welcome whether they are positive or negative. 
 
What can Parent Voice do to help? 
 
Josephine gave a good example where parents were involved previously.  Budget cuts - Mr McNeil 
(Rector) was looking at ways to cut costs.  Parents were consulted and agreed a proposal to go-
ahead and reduce the school week and have a half day Friday at school.   We always need feedback 
from parents.  What are parents thinking of our current communication systems eg. Text messaging, 
school website and Groupcall system.  What can we do to help our school?  The Parent Voice can ask 
questions on your behalf.  There is Say it out Loud for the pupils – maybe we can have something 
similar for the parents?  Can it be added to our Balwearie app?  We would love to hear your 
suggestions and ideas? 
 
AOCB 
 
Steven confirmed that our Ipay Impact payment system will be changing to App Fusion and asked 
everyone to feel free to ask any questions. 
 
Helen Webster confirmed she had technology glitches at our S3 online Parents’ Evening.  Josephine 
added if you have any queries, concerns or just want to give feedback to contact the school 
enquiries via email balweariehs.enquiries@fife.gov.uk 
 
Carol Linton asked about pupils who were struggling to catch up.  Our school departments are big 
and we have many different departments across the school? How do we know what is most 
appropriate for each pupil? 
 
Sharon Gilfillan added comments about her virtual parents evening and that it worked if you have 
technology at home.  Steven added that the feedback from the Virtual Parents’ Evening was positive.  
Another good point raised was regarding isolating – what if a young person has to isolate.  Steven 
confirmed that no child will be disadvantaged because of covid. 
 
With no further questions Louise Andree ended the meeting and thanked everyone for their input.  
The next meeting will be in the new session date and time to be confirmed.  
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