
Balwearie High School  
 

Parent Voice Minute  
 

Meeting held via Microsoft Teams on  
 

Wednesday 30 September 2020  
@ 7pm  

  
Present: Tara Woods, Linda Sutherland, Laura Morris, Fiona Spence, Josephine Bryden, Louise 
Andree, Linda Sutherland, Catherine Lindow, Gayle Thomson (minutes).  
 

Guest Speaker – Steven Robertson - Principal Teacher of Design and Technology Faculty  
  
Introduction – Mrs Tara Woods welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone 
for logging on to our 1st Parent Voice meeting this new session.  Tara updated parents about a 
possible technical issue which was affecting  parents from accessing this meeting.  She apologised 
and advised everyone that she will speak with her technician team and get the problem address and 
may have another meeting scheduled so everyone can feel included. She felt it was useful to go 
ahead with the parents who have managed to log on however she added that she will email out to 
all the parents details of what was discussed.   
 

Mr Steven Robertson was introduced and spoke in detail about the proposed Virtual Parents’ 
Evening web-based application that Balwearie High School will be piloting for Fife Secondary 
Schools.  Steven confirmed this would be a new approach, a system secure one which has a lot of 
advantages for parents.  He added that this system is currently running successfully across other 
councils in Scotland.  It can be accessed via a digital device e.g. Web phone / tablet.  Teachers and 
Parents can access with options for video feed on/off whilst still having audio on.  Parent uptake will 
hopefully increase. Mrs Sutherland added after seeing it saying it seemed simple to follow and 
would be 100% happy as a parent for it to go-ahead.   
 

Tara highlighted that we had not much time to rollout however would propose a change of parents’ 
evening in November to 4th year pupils and reposition the 1st year pupils one for later.  It was also 
confirmed that our 1st years have 3 sets of tracking reports and it would maybe be better to 
have 4th year parents trial this pilot to begin with.  Mrs Bryden said it would be helpful to have more 
demo support and help for this new application, where parents can trial access and be more 
confident when using this system. Regular email reminders/ drop in sessions/ links were a few ideas 
to help support parents.  The information given would need to be very clear and easy to use. 
  
Tara moved onto the next item on the agenda - Funding requests for discussion and referred to her 
excel spreadsheet she had attached with 2 categories.  Big ideas up to £1000 and Small Ideas up to 
£250.  Steven explained about his request for a Vinyl Cutter for the Technology Dept and how it 
would be a benefit for pupils in Graphic Design, their own signage which they are currently 
outsourcing from Fife Council Print Unit.  Options would give pupils flexibility/ single colour as basic 
machine and allow pupils to see their own work and the whole process from start to finish.  This 
machine would also be useful to our Dept of Additional Support enterprise project and the list is 
endless. 
 
Tara briefly discussed other requests on the list and explained she would hope that textbooks could 
maybe be allocated from the Capital Expenditure/ School Budget Resources Fund and that the 
Parent Voice could fund the additional items that would enhance and engage learning. 
 



Parent Catherine Lindow highlighted World Book Day and a suggestion for an Author visit and 
explained how it can engage pupils who are not normally interested in reading.  Catherine offered to 
look into partially funded visits options available via the Fife Cultural Trust as let us know. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Parent Voice Chairperson - Tara explained that Nina Dolenc Luznar is looking to step down as Parent 
Chairperson.  We would reach out to all parents asking for interest. 
 
Parent Voice Secretary – Tara confirmed that Ms Clare Lynch has stepped down from her secretary 
role and has passed onto Parent and School Office Team Member Gayle Thomson.  She added that 
we are very grateful to Clare for all her support to the Parent Voice over the years.  
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
25th November 2020 at 7pm – available for booking on Eventbrite. 
 

 

 

     

 
 


