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TW/AC 
 
21 September 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
S4 Prelims - Postponement 
 
We recognise that young people missed out on learning due to the COVID-19 school 
closure.  As a school, we are all working very hard to identify gaps in learning and support 
our young people in making up for lost time. 
 
It is usual practice at Balwearie for S4 prelims to be held in November each year.  This year, 
after careful consideration, we have decided to postpone the prelims until after Christmas to 
enable our young people enough time to achieve success and feel confident about their 
progress in learning. 
 
Whilst we will not be running prelims at the usual time and in their usual format (i.e. large 
gatherings in the assembly hall) due to COVID-19 restrictions, young people will benefit from 
robust assessments during class time.  These will take place during an 'assessment window' 
which will run during November - teachers will agree best arrangements for each of their 
classes as part of a larger departmental plan.   
 
We will be highlighting to young people the need to collect evidence wherever possible 
throughout the year.  For this reason - it is vital that your son/daughter regularly completes 
and submits work for teacher comment and feedback.  It is also worth remembering that all 
departments share classwork on GLOW via Teams and regular engagement is an important 
part of consolidating learning.  
 
It is important that S4 still sit a full, robust prelim before their exam - the timescales will be 
agreed later.  This will certainly not take place before Christmas. 
 
By now, you will have received the first of the three S4 tracking Reports - this contains 
important information linked to current progress, effort, behaviour, and homework along with 
specific 'next steps' for each of your son/daughter's subjects.  We also have a virtual  
S4 Parents' Evening planned for Tuesday, 6 October 2020 - further details will follow shortly. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support during uncertain times.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact us as a matter of urgency if you have any comments or concerns around your child's 
school experience. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mrs T Woods 
Depute Head 


